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Hinshaw’s Diane Webster and James
Lydon Secure Complete Defense Verdict
in $6.25 Million Wrongful Death Case
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A Hinshaw trial team led by Diane Webster with assistance from James Lydon recently secured a complete jury
defense verdict in the retrial of a $6.25 million wrongful death action filed against their nursing home physician
client.

Atissue in the case were serious allegations of abuse and neglect of the 36 year-old plaintiff’s decedent, while
under the care of the client physician. At the time of treatment, the plaintiff was in the advanced stages of
degenerative neurological disease. A previous trial seeking damages in excess of $11 million resulted in a hung

jury.

The retrial involved complex issues requiring expert examination and cross examination to determine if plaintiff’s
injuries and death were the result of neurodegenerative disease or abuse and neglect. Hinshaw’s legal team
confronted a number of challenges in the retrial, including publication of a Chicago media story detailing the
plaintiff’s allegations during the initial trial and an additional news story the night before closing argument in the
retrial. Notwithstanding these challenges, Webster and Lydon secured a complete not-guilty defense verdict,
saving their client millions of dollars in damages.

The case is Mims v. Paintsil, Cook County Circuit Court, No. 2014-L-11878.

Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP is a U.S.-based law firm with offices nationwide. The firm’s national reputation
spans the insurance industry, the financial services sector, professional services, and other highly
regulated industries. Hinshaw provides holistic legal solutions—from litigation and dispute resolution,
and business advisory and transactional services, to requlatory compliance—for clients of all sizes. Visit
www.hinshawlaw.com for more information and follow @Hinshaw on LinkedIn and X.

© 2025 Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP www.hinshawlaw.com | 1


https://www.hinshawlaw.com/
https://www.hinshawlaw.com/

Related People

James M. Lydon
Partner

e 312-704-3561

Related Capabilities

Complex Tort & General Casualty

Related Locations

Chicago

© 2025 Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP www.hinshawlaw.com | 2


https://www.hinshawlaw.com/en/professionals/james-lydon
https://www.hinshawlaw.com/en/professionals/james-lydon
tel:312-704-3561
https://www.hinshawlaw.com/en/services/practices/litigation-and-trial/complex-tort-and-general-casualty
https://www.hinshawlaw.com/en/locations/chicago

