
Cassidy Chivers and Joanna Storey
Outline the Ethical Obligations of Law
Firms Dealing with an Impaired Lawyer

In The News | 1 min read
Nov 16, 2018

© 2025 Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP www.hinshawlaw.com 1

https://www.hinshawlaw.com/
https://www.hinshawlaw.com/


Hinshaw attorneys Cassidy Chivers and Joanna Storey recently published an article in DRI’s For the Defense
magazine titled “The Elephant in the Room: The Ethics of Discovering an Impaired Lawyer in Your Firm.” In the
article, Chivers and Storey outline steps law firms should consider when responding to a situation where a firm
attorney has been determined to be impaired.

Chivers and Storey argue that rather than simply reacting to the news, firms should already have a response plan
in place. They recommend several steps, including identifying the applicable ethics rules, talking with the
impaired attorney, remaining mindful of privacy issues and also integrating mental health training into the
professional development curriculum.

Read the full article “The Elephant in the Room: The Ethics of Discovering an Impaired Lawyer in Your Firm” (PDF)

“The Elephant in the Room: The Ethics of Discovering an Impaired Lawyer in Your Firm,” was published in DRI’s
For the Defense magazine, November 2018.

Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP is a U.S.-based law firm with offices nationwide. The firm’s national reputation
spans the insurance industry, the financial services sector, professional services, and other highly
regulated industries. Hinshaw provides holistic legal solutions—from litigation and dispute resolution,
and business advisory and transactional services, to regulatory compliance—for clients of all sizes. Visit
www.hinshawlaw.com for more information and follow @Hinshaw on LinkedIn and X.
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