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Chicago-based Hinshaw partner David Levitt recently published an article titled “Iconic Michael Jordan
Photograph Not Infringed – Ninth Circuit,” on IP Watchdog. In the article, Levitt analyzes the Ninth Circuit’s
decision in Rentmeester v. Nike, Inc, an intellectual property (IP) case involving Michael Jordan—though he was
not a party—and Nike’s “Jumpman” logo. The plaintiff, photographer Jacobus Rentmeester, had alleged that
“Nike’s ‘Jumpman’ logo infringed the copyright of his photograph.” The Ninth Circuit ultimately affirmed
dismissal of Rentmeester’s complaint under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 12(b)(6).

One of the more interesting things about the decision, according to Levitt, was the court’s “explication of the
classic copyright concept of the idea-expression dichotomy” and its holding that “the photograph at issue, while
not infringed, was entitled to broad protection.”

Read “Iconic Michael Jordan Photograph Not Infringed – Ninth Circuit,” on the IP Watchdog website (subscription
may be required)

Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP is a U.S.-based law firm with offices nationwide. The firm’s national reputation
spans the insurance industry, the financial services sector, professional services, and other highly
regulated industries. Hinshaw provides holistic legal solutions—from litigation and dispute resolution,
and business advisory and transactional services, to regulatory compliance—for clients of all sizes. Visit
www.hinshawlaw.com for more information and follow @Hinshaw on LinkedIn and X.
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