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I1linois Court of Appeals Sustains Victory
for Plaintiff in Mesothelioma Claim
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Craig Liljestrand - a Chicago-based partner in the Product Liability practice area at Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP -
published the May edition of his Chicago Daily Law Bulletin column titled, “Though tentative, testimony enough to
sustain mesothelioma claim.” The article examines the court case Startley v. Welco Manufacturing Company,
which involved a claim by the estate of Ronnie Startley arguing that Welco Manufacturing Co. products containing
asbestos caused Startley to develop mesothelioma.

The Startley estate successfully appealed the granting of Welco’s motion for directed verdict at trial that had
rested on the testimony of a co-worker that contradicted the exhibits presented. The court found that the
evidence presented was sufficient to “create an issue of material fact as to whether use of Welco’s products
caused Startley to develop mesothelioma.” Liljestrand analyzes the cases reviewed by the Illinois Appellate Court,
which ultimately led them to find that the co-worker’s testimony was “sufficient to create a genuine issue of
material fact” regarding the use of products that were a “substantial factor” in Ronnie Startley developing
mesothelioma.

Read the full article (PDF)

“Though tentative, testimony enough to sustain mesothelioma claim” was published by the Chicago Daily Law
Bulletin (subscription required)

Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP is a U.S.-based law firm with offices nationwide. The firm’s national reputation
spans the insurance industry, the financial services sector, professional services, and other highly
regulated industries. Hinshaw provides holistic legal solutions—from litigation and dispute resolution,
and business advisory and transactional services, to requlatory compliance—for clients of all sizes. Visit
www.hinshawlaw.com for more information and follow @Hinshaw on LinkedIn and X.
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