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About Mark

Mark focuses on complex business transactions, leveraging his deep knowledge of corporate transactions,
governance, finance, acquisitions, contracts, and business insolvency to help clients achieve their goals. He has
worked with public and private companies, start-ups, and emerging brands on mergers, acquisitions,
dispositions, private financings, and business restructurings. He also advises board members, managers, and
partners on their duties and develops processes for corporate governance.

Additionally, Mark assists financial institutions and lenders with middle-market loan documentation, secured
transactions, workouts, distressed real estate, and collateral dispositions.

With experience in food and beverage, telecommunications, steel fabrication, healthcare, motor fuel, and
construction, Mark develops business-driven strategies that align with management’s goals.

He helps clients prepare for insolvency, structure distressed acquisitions, and manage restructurings and
dissolutions.

Mark’s Affiliations

American Bankruptcy Institute

American Bar Association, Business Law Section; LLCs, Partnerships, and Unincorporated Associations
Committee

Chicago Bar Association, Bankruptcy and Reorganization Committee; Business Law Committee

Illinois State Bar Association, Business & Securities Law Section Council, Chair, 2015 – 2016; Secretary, 2014 –
2015; Health Care Law Section Council; Energy, Utilities, Telecommunications and Transportation Section
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Council; Disability Law Committee, 2021 – 2024

Institute of Illinois Business Law, Dissolution of Entities Subcommittee; LLCs Subcommittee

Turnaround Management Association

Areas of Focus

Industries: Banking & Financial Institutions; Financial Services;

Private Equity & Private Fund Formation; Real Estate
Services: Bankruptcy, Workout Strategic Planning & Restructuring;

Business Formation, Governance & Commercial Contracts; Corporate & Transactions;

Mergers & Acquisitions; Real Estate Transactions & Lending

Experience

Representative Corporate Transactions:

Achieved a multi-unit restaurant sale across Northern Illinois on behalf of a franchisor, ensuring compliance
and favorable terms throughout the transaction.

Enabled smooth cross-border supply chain financing for a US affiliate of an international wholesale meat
importer by designing and documenting loan processes from offshore delivery to final US operations.

Representative Loan Transactions:

Facilitated the successful acquisition of a steel galvanizing facility in Northern Indiana by documenting a
complex credit facility for the acquiring lender.

Enabled multi-million dollar financing across diverse US industries by structuring and documenting and
receivables-based loans for automobile suppliers, steel manufacturers and processors, and medical service
providers.

Representative Workout and Chapter 11 Matters:

Secured 80 percent recovery for a secured creditor by obtaining denial of confirmation of a Chapter 11 plan
after a contested confirmation hearing.

Restructured a 400-unit condominium development across 12 buildings through a lone settlement with the
FDIC after the lender defaulted on a performing credit facility.

Recognition

The Best Lawyers in America®, Corporate Law, 2023 – 2026
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Leading Lawyer, Bankruptcy & Workout Law: Commercial, 2015 – 2025

Illinois Super Lawyers magazine, 2005 – 2006

Credentials

Education

University of Illinois College of Law, JD, 1988
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, BA, with high honors, 1985

Bar Admissions

Illinois
Massachusetts

Court Admissions

US Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit
US District Court for the Central District of Illinois
US District Court for the Northern District of Illinois
US District Court for the Northern District of Indiana

Interests

Did you know...

When not in the office or spending time with his very active family, Mark works on behalf of entrepreneurs with
disabilities to help transform their business passions from idea into scalable ventures and succeed in a
competitive marketplace.

Community/Civic Activities

City of Naperville Fair Housing Advisory Commission, Appointed Member, 2005 – 2013; Past Chair, 2008 – 2009

Thought Leadership

Presentations

Moderator, “Limited Liability Company Issues in Chapter 11,” American Bankruptcy Institute, Central States
Bankruptcy Workshop, Chicago, Illinois, June 19, 2025

Co-Presenter, “Commercial – Preparing for Increased Defaults and Best Practices to Mitigate Lender Liability,”
2023 Auto Finance Seminar: Driving Ahead: Auto Finance Insights from Industry Leaders, Hinshaw & Culbertson
LLP, Chicago, Illinois, May 4, 2023
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“The Board, Distress and You: Good Decisions in Bad Times,” Illinois State Bar Association’s M&A Series
Webinar, November 4, 2021

“Businesses in Distress: Key Considerations for the Business Counselor,” ISBA’s Business & Securities Law
Section Council Meeting, Virtual Event, November 13, 2020

Co-Presenter, “Navigating the COVID-19 Pandemic: Insights and Practical Considerations for Business Owners
and Lenders,” Hinshaw webinar, March 31, 2020
“Entering the Jungle: The Status of State Law Rights, Duties and Obligations of the Limited Liability Company
and Its Managers and Members in Bankruptcy,” ISBA LLCs in Bankruptcy seminar, Chicago, Illinois, September
16, 2015

Publications

Chapter 12, “Insolvency Implications for the Limited Liability Company and Its Members,” Limited Liability
Companies, Illinois Institute for Continuing Legal Education, Editions 2022 and 2025

Co-Author, “Boards of Distressed Enterprises: The Cyberattack “Buck” Stops Here,” Cyber-U, American
Bankruptcy Institute, November 2024

“Corporate Governance and Deepening Insolvency: Part I - Lessons from Lemington Home for the Illinois
Practitioner,” ISBA Business & Securities Law Newsletter, April 1, 2015

Co-Author, “Insolvency Implications for the Limited Liability Company and Its Members,” Limited Liability
Companies and S Corporations Handbook, Illinois Institute for Continuing Legal Education, 2013 Edition

Events

Mark A. Carter Leads a Seasoned Panel on LLC Issues in Chapter 11, Jun 19, 2025

Driving Ahead: Auto Finance Insights from Industry Leaders, Thursday, May 4, 2023

M&A Market Forecast: What’s on the Horizon for 2020?, Jan 16, 2020

In The News

Hinshaw Attorneys Author Three Chapters in the 2025 “Limited Liability Companies” IICLE Handbook, Nov 10,
2025

Mark Carter and Cathy Mulrow-Peattie Author ABI Byline Reviewing Importance of Distressed Enterprise Board
Members in Managing Cyber Risks, Nov 13, 2024

Anthony Jacob and Mark Carter Author Chapters in 2022 IICLE Guidebook on Limited Liability Companies, May
17, 2022

Press Releases

102 Hinshaw Lawyers Recognized in 2026 Editions of The Best Lawyers in America® and Ones to Watch™, Aug 21,
2025
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105 Hinshaw Lawyers Recognized in 2025 Editions of Best Lawyers in America and Ones to Watch, Aug 15, 2024

101 Hinshaw Lawyers Recognized in 2024 Editions of Best Lawyers in America and Ones to Watch, Aug 17, 2023

Eighty-Seven Hinshaw Lawyers Recognized in 2023 Editions of Best Lawyers in America and Ones to Watch,
Aug 18, 2022

Hinshaw Hosts Webinar on the State of the Long Term Care Industry, Oct 6, 2020

Webinars

Mark Carter to Present at upcoming Mergers and Acquisitions Series: When Distress Happens:
Recapitalizations, Reorganizations, and Bankruptcies, Nov 4, 2021

Mark Carter to Address Key Considerations for the Business Counselor at ISBA Meeting, Nov 13, 2020

Insights and Practical Considerations for Business Owners and Lenders Navigating the COVID-19 Pandemic,
Mar 31, 2020

View all of Mark’s Insights
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