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Spencer Kook Discusses Proposed
California Wildfire Toxic Testing
Standards Bill
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Hinshaw partner Spencer Kook was quoted in a recent Law360 Insurance Authority article discussing AB 1642, a
bill being considered in the California legislature that would require statewide standards for testing and clearing
homes of toxic contaminants after wildfires.

The bill would direct the Department of Toxic Substances Control to adopt emergency regulations establishing
benchmarks for investigation, testing, and cleanup, following heightened homeowner concerns in the wake of
the January 2025 Los Angeles wildfires.

While the current bill leaves many issues unaddressed, Spencer said it could be positive for both the insurance
industry and consumers. He anticipated that increased insurance claims costs would lead to premium increases,
but added that much would depend on the regulations the Department of Toxic Substances Control ultimately
adopted. Said Spencer, “clear and uniformly applied standards specifying what must be tested, how testing must
be conducted, and what levels must be met before re-occupancy should reduce litigation over these issues, serve
to potentially lower administrative costs, and help expedite claims resolutions.”

C Read the full article (subscription may be required) )

« Law360 Insurance Authority: “Calif. Toxic Testing Bill Carries Major Insurance Implications” (February 5, 2026)

Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP is a U.S.-based law firm with offices nationwide. The firm’s national reputation
spans the insurance industry, the financial services sector, professional services, and other highly
regulated industries. Hinshaw provides holistic legal solutions—from litigation and dispute resolution,
and business advisory and transactional services, to requlatory compliance—for clients of all sizes. Visit
www.hinshawlaw.com for more information and follow @Hinshaw on LinkedIn and X.

© 2026 Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP www.hinshawlaw.com | 1


https://www.law360.com/insurance-authority/articles/2438558
https://www.law360.com/insurance-authority/articles/2438558
https://www.hinshawlaw.com/
https://www.hinshawlaw.com/

Related People

Spencer Y. Kook

Related Capabilities

Claims Resolution, Management & Social Inflation Containment
Environmental

Insurance

Insurance Coverage Litigation & Counseling

Insurance Regulatory & Compliance

Regulatory & Compliance

Related Locations

Los Angeles

Related Insights

Spencer Kook Advocates for Streamlined Insurance Rate Approvals Amid State Farm’s Emergency Rate Hike
Request

Spencer Kook Weighs in on California’s Provisional Approval of State Farm Emergency Rate Hike Request

Tags

Environmental-Related Claims, Property Claims

© 2026 Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP www.hinshawlaw.com | 2


https://www.hinshawlaw.com/en/professionals/spencer-kook
https://www.hinshawlaw.com/en/services/practices/insurance-coverage-litigation-and-counseling/claims-resolution-management-and-social-inflation-containment
https://www.hinshawlaw.com/en/services/practices/environmental
https://www.hinshawlaw.com/en/services/industries/insurance
https://www.hinshawlaw.com/en/services/practices/insurance-coverage-litigation-and-counseling
https://www.hinshawlaw.com/en/services/industries/insurance/insurance-regulatory-and-compliance
https://www.hinshawlaw.com/en/services/practices/regulatory-and-compliance
https://www.hinshawlaw.com/en/locations/los-angeles
https://www.hinshawlaw.com/en/insights/in-the-news/spencer-kook-streamlined-insurance-rate-approvals-state-farm-emergency-rate-hike-request
https://www.hinshawlaw.com/en/insights/in-the-news/spencer-kook-streamlined-insurance-rate-approvals-state-farm-emergency-rate-hike-request
https://www.hinshawlaw.com/en/insights/in-the-news/spencer-kook-california-provisional-approval-state-farm-emergency-rate-hike-request
https://www.hinshawlaw.com/en/insights?tag=35603
https://www.hinshawlaw.com/en/insights?tag=35614

