
Anshuman Vaidya Featured in
Bloomberg Law Discussing IRS Tax
Records Leaker Charles Littlejohn’s
Sentencing Appeal

Via Bloomberg Law: Daily Tax Report

In The News | 1 min read
Nov 7, 2025

Hinshaw partner Anshuman Vaidya was extensively quoted in Bloomberg Law’s Daily Tax Report in advance of oral
argument before the US Court of Appeals for the DC Circuit in the appeal by former IRS contractor Charles
Littlejohn. Littlejohn is seeking to reduce his sentence after pleading guilty to one count of unauthorized
disclosure of tax return information, following leaks affecting approximately 7,600 individuals and 600 entities,
including President Donald Trump.

A former area counsel in the Office of IRS Chief Counsel, Anshuman underscored the central role of Internal
Revenue Code Section 6103 in maintaining public trust in the tax system. He explained that “the government’s
interest in maximum penalties for Littlejohn is a result of how seriously the IRS takes compliance with Section
6103 because that provision helps provide faith in the tax system.”

Anshuman further noted that the “unprecedented scale of the disclosures [with tax records for as many as
100,000 people potentially compromised] will weigh on the appeal, which otherwise will focus on whether or not
the lower court followed the right sentencing procedures.” He explained:

“Tax secrecy is a fundamental part of the system, because everyone
filing their taxes is disclosing highly personal information to the
government, and the government, in response, takes charge and
makes sure they are a good steward of that information.
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This is an outlier case, but the volume of returns involved suggests
why the court did what it did, in sending a strong deterrent message
that others need not fear their tax returns will be leaked in this
manner.”

Read the full article (subscription may be required).

Bloomberg Tax: “Tax Leaker Littlejohn’s Appeal Centers on IRS Safeguards, Trust” (November 3, 2025)

Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP is a U.S.-based law firm with offices nationwide. The firm’s national reputation
spans the insurance industry, the financial services sector, professional services, and other highly
regulated industries. Hinshaw provides holistic legal solutions—from litigation and dispute resolution,
and business advisory and transactional services, to regulatory compliance—for clients of all sizes. Visit
www.hinshawlaw.com for more information and follow @Hinshaw on LinkedIn and X.
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Related Insights
Anshuman Vaidya Analyzes How a Recent SCOTUS Ruling Limiting Tax Court Jurisdiction Will Affect Taxpayers
Seeking to Resolve a Tax Dispute

Anshuman Vaidya Comments on IRS-DHS Data Sharing Agreement and Taxpayer Privacy Concerns
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