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Hinshaw’s Ambrose McCall recently authored an article titled, “What Are Costs That You Can Recover on State
Law Actions Filed in Federal Court?” Published by Federal Civil Practice, the newsletter of the Illinois State Bar
Association’s Section on Federal Civil Practice, the article discusses litigation expenses and the process of
determining whether costs associated with state law claims are recoverable and the analysis used by federal
courts when determining that issue.

As McCall explains, one must examine the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, federal statutes, and decisions from
the U.S. Supreme Court and U.S. Court of Appeals in order to understand issues concerning recoverable costs. He
discusses Rule 54(d) (1), which provides a road map for “recovering taxable costs other than attorney’s fees,” as
well as several significant opinions, including Stender v. Archstone-Smith Operating Trust and Shady Grove
Orthopedic Associates, P.A. v. Allstate Insurance Co. “It always helps to seek directions from the federal authorities
before you bank on your opponent paying your client’s costs that only state laws may provide,” he said.

Read the full article (PDF)

“What Are Costs That You Can Recover on State Law Actions Filed in Federal Court?” was published by Federal Civil
Practice, the newsletter of the Illinois State Bar Association’s Section on Federal Civil Practice, Vol. 19, No. 2,
December 2020

Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP is a U.S.-based law firm with offices nationwide. The firm’s national reputation
spans the insurance industry, the financial services sector, professional services, and other highly
regulated industries. Hinshaw provides holistic legal solutions—from litigation and dispute resolution,
and business advisory and transactional services, to regulatory compliance—for clients of all sizes. Visit
www.hinshawlaw.com for more information and follow @Hinshaw on LinkedIn and X.
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