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Concussion controversy may play out in the legal system

T

he volume of NFLrelated litigation
stemming from the
concussion controversy is growing.
Lawsuits brought by former
players against the NFL currently
are pending in several states. In
Louisiana, a class-action suit was
recently filed in federal court
alleging that the former players
developed mental and physical
problems relating to their time
playing in the NFL.
In Philadelphia, several concussion-related suits have been consolidated against the league. In a
New Jersey class action, 12
former players challenge the
league’s administration of the
anti-inflammatory ketorolac
tromethamine (marketing under
the trademark Toradol). Those
players also allege that Toradol
alleviates the pain players feel to
such a degree that concussion
symptoms are not properly identified. (See “Rules of the Game”
column in the March 2012
Chicago Lawyermagazine for a indepth discussion).
Collectively, these lawsuits generally contend that NFL teams
knew, or should have known — in
some cases as far back as the
1920s — that concussions have
long-term consequences.
On Feb. 23, this wave of litigation took a local turn when the
son of retired Chicago Bear Dave
Duerson filed a wrongful death
lawsuit in the Cook County
Circuit Court Law Division under
the caption Duerson v. National
Football League, et. al. 2012-L002043. Named as defendants are
the NFL and Riddell Sports
Group, the manufacturer of the
helmet that Duerson wore while
he played professional football.
Duerson was the starting safety
on the 1985 Chicago Bears team
that won Super Bowl XX. He
played in four straight Pro Bowls
and was named Walter Payton
NFL Man of the Year in 1987. Last
year, Chicago football fans were
shocked and saddened to hear
that Duerson had died of a selfinflicted gunshot wound in Sunny
Isles Beach, Fla. Duerson shot
himself in the chest so that his
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